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High school set to host graduation ceremony 
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Last year’s AHS graduation was a drive-thru ceremony held outside behind Agawam Junior High School. Protocols were much 
stricter and a more in-person graduation is set to be held on the grounds of Agawam High School on Saturday, June 5. 
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Councilors support 


‘wish’ of federal 





funds for sewers 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - Last Monday 
night, the Agawam City Council 
unanimously supported a reso- 
lution to ask its legislative dele- 
gation to seek nearly $50 million 
in funding to install sewers in 
the Southwest portion of Feeding 
Hills. 

City councilors, including res- 
olution sponsor George Bitzas, 
are eyeing the billions of dollars 
President Joe Biden is proposing 
to spend on massive infrastruc- 
ture improvements across the 
country. 

But according to early proj- 
ects, the Southwest Sewer Proj- 
ect would not be eligible for what 
the federal funds are being ear- 
marked for. Councilors, none the 
less, still spoke in favor of seeking 
out the funds. 

Councilor Rosemary Sandlin 
said there is never any harm in 
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asking, but it does not mean the 
funding has any possibility of 
coming to fruition. 

It is not known what proj- 
ects in Agawam potential infra- 
structure money could be used 
for. The town is currently on the 
cusp of another big infrastruc- 
ture project being completed as 
the area around and including 
the Morgan-Sullivan Bridge has 
been re-constructed, widened, 
and much-improved. The Feed- 
ing Hills center intersection was 
also recently completed and more 
projects are set to get underway 
with already approved projects 
from the state. 

The council will call on its 
Congressman, U.S. Rep. Richard 
Neal, to advocate for the town on 
the sewer project. 

Councilor Robert Rossi had 
strong words about sewer issue. 
Rossi has been advocating to get 
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Softball gets big win 





PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 
The Agawam High School softball team got its season started with a big 
12-0 win over Minnechaug Regional last Friday afternoon at home. It was 
Agawam’s first spring game since 2019. The 2020 season was lost due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. More photos from the game are on page 7. 


By Shelby Macri 
smacni@turley.com 


AGAWAM - The Agawam High 
School Graduation Ceremony will 
be held on the campus on Satur- 
day, June 5 at 2 p.m. 

The rain date is scheduled for 
the following day on Sunday at 
the same time, the school sent out 
surveys to students and parents 
asking how theyd like to hold the 
ceremony. The response was to 
have it on campus but also have 
more people present, the original 
on campus ceremony had a limit 
of two guests per graduate. 

However, as state guidelines 
changes the school adapted and 
is now able to hold the ceremony 
on campus, with each graduate 
able to bring six guests. 

“There will be a virtual, live 
stream of the ceremony for those 
family members unable to attend, 
Principal Thomas Schnepp said. 
“Were renting a stage, chairs, a 
big screen and more; the screen 
will be set up that day for people 
in the back rows to be able to see 
the ceremony better. 





Schnepp said there will be no 
tents as tent rental are expen- 
sive and the costs of renting the 
chairs, stage and other elements 
make it expensive already. Anoth- 
er additional cost that came to 
light during planning was the turf 
of the stadium. 

Schnepp said it would be ex- 
pensive to hold the ceremony 
on the stadium field because the 
stage renal, all the equipment, 
and the heels of people on the 
field will ruin the turf; and fixing 
the turf is very costly. To avoid an- 
other cost and to keep the turf as 
cared for as possible, the ceremo- 
ny has been moved to the auxilia- 
ry soccer and field hockey fields, 
located next to the tennis courts 
in between the parking lot and the 
stadium. 

Schnepp shared that the cer- 
emony will be shorter this year; 
with only three student speakers 
the valedictorian, salutatorian, 
and the class president. Though 
Schnepp and _ Superintendent 
Shelia Hoffman will speak. 
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Police officer 
injured during 
traffic detail 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM -_ Construction 
has been going on near the Mor- 
gan-Sullivan Bridge for the past 
three years, and with the work 
nearly complete, an Agawam po- 
lice officer was struck and injured 
during a traffic detail. 

Sgt. Anthony Grasso was di- 
recting traffic in front of Aga- 
wam Town Hall on Main Street 
last Thursday morning, around 
the time school begins, and was 
struck by a car. 

Grasso was taken to the hos- 
pital, but his injuries were not re- 
ported to be life-threatening. 

The incident cause a huge clo- 
sure of the area and traffic had to 
be re-routed down Reed Street for 
those who were heading north- 
bound on Main Street, also known 
as Rte. 159. 

It was the only incident that 
has happened during the re-con- 
struction of the bridge and sur- 
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Regular City Council meeting agenda - May 17 


Agawam Junior High School 
1305 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, MA. 01030 
Monday, May 17, 2021, 7:00 P.M. 


“PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS MEETING IS NOT OPEN 
TO THE PUBLIC* 

Any member of the public desiring to submit input 
or comments under the CITIZEN’S SPEAK TIME por- 
tion of this meeting may submit their comments in ad- 
vance of the meeting but NO LATER THAN 5:00PM on 
the day of the meeting to the Council Administrative 
Assistant, Barbara Bard, at bbard@agawam.ma.us. 
Please include your name and address with your input 
or comments and your input or comments will be read 
into the record of the meeting. 


AGENDA 
A. ROLL CALL 


B. MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE OF ALLE- 
GIANCE 


C. CITIZEN’S SPEAK TIME *SUSPENDED * 


Only electronically submitted comments from 
members of the public that are received prior to the 
meeting but no later than 5:00pm on the day of the 
meeting, will be read into the record of the meeting 


D. MINUTES 
1. Regular Council Meeting — May 3, 2021 
E. DECLARATION OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT 


1. Introduction of the new Superintendent of 
Public Works - Mario Mazza 


F, PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS 


1. TR-2021-32 -A Resolution to accept M.G.L. Chapter 
200A, Section 9A regarding abandoned funds (Mayor Sa- 
pelli) (Referred to Finance Committee) 


2. TR-2021-33 - A Resolution confirming the reap- 
pointment of Francis J. Curnow, 115 Forest Hill Road, Feed- 
ing Hills, MA to the Agawam Veterans Council to a term 
expiring April 1, 2024 (Mayor Sapelli) 


Online @ App @ In-person 


Checking. 
Redefined. 


NAVA Si breve Kovaaatsyaler= 
Checking 


m Mobile banking app featuring 
mobile deposit, digital wallet, 
Zelle® and WB CardControl 





ws Unlimited rebates of other 
banks’ ATM fees 


m Free identity restoration services 


To learn more or open an account, visit 
westheldbank.com or call 413.568.1911 


or 800.995.5734. 
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G. ELECTIONS 
H. PUBLIC HEARINGS 


1. TR-2021-31 (PH-2021-2) - A Resolution adopting 
the Fiscal Year 2022- 2026 Capital Improvement Program 
(Mayor Sapelli) (Referred to Finance Committee) 


2. TOR-2021-2 (PH-2021-3) - An Ordinance to amend 
Section 147 of Chapter 180 of the Code of the Town of 
Agawam (Mayor Sapelli) (Two Readings Required) Public 
Hearing date set for June 7 , 2021 (Referred to Legislative 
Committee) 


3. TOR-2021-3 (PH-2021-4) - An Ordinance to amend 
Section 124 of Chapter 180 of the Code of the Town of 
Agawam (Mayor Sapelli) (Two Readings Required) Public 
Hearing date set for June 7, 2021 (Referred to Legislative 
Committee) 


J. OLD BUSINESS 


1. TO-2021-8 -A Budgetary Transfer of $1,800.00 from 
Law Department Professional Services (#11512-52190) to 
Law Department Regular/Temporary (#11511-51020) (Re- 
ferred to Finance Committee) 


2. TO-2021-9 - A Budgetary Transfer of $26,158.50 
from the Reserve Fund (#16605-57300) to DPW Snow and 
Ice Equipment Rental (#14202-52071) (Mayor Sapelli) (Re- 
ferred to Finance Committee) 


3. TO-2021-10 - A Municipal Golf Course Budgetary 
Transfer of $25,000.00 from the Reserve Fund (#16605- 
57300) into Municipal Golf Course Food & Service Supplies 
(#65263-52220) (Mayor Sapelli) (Referred to Finance Com- 
mittee) 


J. NEW BUSINESS 
1. Unavailable at press time. 


K. ANY OTHER MATTER THAT MAY LEGALLY COME 
BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL 


L. ADJOURNMENT 
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Rotary Club 
holding virtual 
auction May 22 


AGAWAM - The Agawam Rotary Club will host a 
Virtual Art Auction on Saturday, May 22, at 7 p.m. Pre- 
view and Pre-bidding will be on May 20 starting at 9 
a.m. 

The vendor for this event, Marlin Art, Inc. has part- 
nered with the Agawam Rotary Club in the past and 
has an excellent reputation for quality art offerings. 
The artwork is framed and matted, ready to hang, 
and will be sent directly to your door. To help make 
the auction a success, the Club is offering a small in- 
centive for those who register as bidders. Two raffle 
prize drawings will be held for a chance to win a $25 
gift card. The first drawing will be held on May 12 and 
the second on May 19. Those who sign up by May 12 
will be entered into both drawings. There is no cost 
or obligation to buy anything, but you must register to 
participate in the auction and raffle. 

To register, go to https://bit.ly/3h4kEyn 

For those unfamiliar with Rotary, the Agawam Ro- 
tary Club is a member of Rotary International, a group 
of over 1.2 million like-minded people, business profes- 
sionals, educators, retirees, etc. who pledge in all they 
do to make the world a better place, both globally and 
locally. Rotary's principal motto is “service above self”. 
In addition to supporting International projects such 
as promoting clean water and sanitation, child and 
maternal health, and the eradication of Polio, the Club 
supports a variety of local organizations including the 
Parish Cupboard Food Pantry, Junior Achievement, 
Girl Scouts, The Salvation Army, and the Springfield 
Rescue Mission among others. The Agawam Rotary 
Club has distributed medical face masks to front line 
workers, safety reflectors for walkers, cameras for the 
local NICU, helped with Connecticut River cleanup, 
and other activities benefitting our community. Shar- 
ing this fundraiser with your family, friends, Clubs and 
communities will help the Agawam Rotary Club do 
good in the world while enhancing your home or office. 

Please visit www.AgawamRotary.org for more in- 
formation. Questions may be sent to AgawamRotary- 
Club@gmail.com. 
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Town seek input on climate change 


AGAWAM - Climate change is increas- 
ing the frequency of extreme weather and 
the Town of Agawam invites its residents to 
respond to a survey about local experiences 
associated with this change. 

Planning and Community Development 
Director Marc Strange notes, “With survey 
results, we are hoping to get a better sense 
of experience throughout town and to also 
gauge support for efforts that could help 
the Town better adapt to climate change 
and improve quality of life.’ 

The survey has a total of 12 questions 
and respondents will have the option to en- 
ter to win one of four $25 prepaid gift cards. 

Agawam residents can take the survey 
at the following link: https://www.survey- 
monkey.com/r/AgawamClimate 

The survey, prepared by the Pioneer Val- 
ley Planning Commission in collaboration 
with Town officials and engineering consul- 
tants Woodard & Curran, is part of a larger 
project related to assessing 

Agawams current and future vulnerabil- 


May 13,2021 I 


ity to localized flooding as resulting from 
more frequent and more intense precipita- 
tion events. 

The project, implemented with funding 
from the Massachusetts Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental Affairs under 
the Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness 
(MVP) Grant Program, includes the devel- 
opment of a town-wide stormwater master 
plan by Woodard & Curran; an artist-in-res- 
idency program among Agawam Public 
School's fifth grade classes, led by Enchant- 
ed Circle and the Hitchcock Center for the 
Environment; and a_ review of municipal 
code for best practices in climate resilience 
conducted by Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission. 

The project is scheduled to complete by 
June 30, 2021. 

This project was selected and refined 
from a list of priority strategies related 
to climate change adaption created by 
Town staff and stakeholders in 2019 at the 
Agawam Community Resilience Building 
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Campbell to give lecture 
on historic maps May 19 


HOLYOKE - On Wednesday, May 19, 
at 4 p.m. Sara Campbell will give a virtual 
talk on researching historic maps. 

For the family researcher, learning 
about the places our ancestors lived 
helps put their lives in perspective. ‘This 
talk helps us understand the history of 
map-making, categories of maps that 
can be used, and where to look for maps 
relevant to ones research. Correlating 
maps with other records of the time pe- 
riod helps us find details that might not 
have been uncovered otherwise. Select 
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local and regional maps will be used to 
illustrate the information historic maps 
can and cannot provide. 

About the speaker: Sara Campbell is 
a professional engineer with a passion 
for genealogy research that began when 
she dove into her own family history in 
1990. An experienced lecturer, educator, 
author, and editor, she speaks to library 
groups and societies around the region. 
Her two talks for the Holyoke History 
Room (May 19 and June 9) draw on Sara's 
knowledge of local land records. 
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Feline Friends holding fundraiser 


AGAWAM - Feline Friends Inc. Cat 
Sanctuary of Feeding Hills will be holding 
a food/supply drive at Dave's Soda & Pet 
City on Saturday, May 15 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Volunteers will be accepting food, 
litter, treats & monetary donations for 
our kitties. Opened bags/boxes will also 
be accepted. 

Feline Friends Inc. is a community- 
based, nonprofit cat sanctuary that does 
not euthanize or discriminate against any 
cat based on age, gender or disability. 

Thank you to everyone who donated 
at our last drive on April 3. We enjoyed 
talking to everyone. Special thanks to 
Girl Scout Troop 65068 for their generous 
donation. 


Please continue to use our Friends of 
Daves card when shopping at Daves. 

Daves Soda and Pet City, a valued 
sponsor, is fully stocked with Friskies Pate 
or Shreds canned food (single flavored 
cases preferred), Purina Cat Chow Indoor 
dry food (green bag), unscented cat litter 
and Temptations cat treats. All donations 
are gratefully accepted. Our donation bin 
is located near the cash registers daily, 
thanks to Dave. 

More information about our sanctuary 
may be found on our website at feline- 
friendsinc.org or our Facebook page at 
Feline Friends Cat Sanctuary. Contact us 
with questions at info@felinefriendsinc. 
org or by phone at 413-786-5019. 





Eucharistic Adoration 
at St. John’s 
Wednesdays 


AGAWAM - All are welcome and 
invited to join us at St. John the Evan- 
gelist Church, 833 Main Street, for Eu- 
charistic Adoration, Wednesdays, 12 
noon to 5:45 p.m. with Holy Mass at 
6:00 p.m. Come and spend some time 
in quiet prayer with our Lord Jesus 
Christ, present in the Eucharist. 





ARREST LOG 


The Agawam Police Department re- 
sponded to 925 calls for service from May 
3 to May 9 and recorded the following 
arrests. No arrests in the public log have 
been omitted. All suspects are innocent 
until proven guilty. 


Saturday, May 8 
Emanuel Samuel Nieves, 24, of 64 Myr- 
tle St., Indian Orchard, was arrested at 
3:18 a.m. on a straight warrant. 
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Workshop and described in the resulting 
Summary of Findings report, also funded by 
the Municipal Vulnerability Grant Program 
and facilitated by the Pioneer Valley Plan- 
ning Commission. 

The MVP Grant Program emphasizes 
“nature-based solutions’ to the challeng- 
es posed by our changing climate. Na- 
ture-based solutions are so-called because 
they tend to stress working with, or mim- 
icking, natural systems in order to solve or 
alleviate infrastructural, environmental, 
and/or social vulnerabilities to climate 
change impacts. 

Nature-based solutions have been 
shown to have wide-ranging co-benefits 
not associated with traditional “gray” in- 
frastructure (such as storm sewer pipes). 
Examples of nature-based solutions can 
include: 

alleviating stormwater flooding by re- 
ducing impervious cover, such as pavement, 
and installing vegetated systems, such as 
planted raingardens or bioswales, in park- 





ing lots or along roadways to slow the flow 
of stormwater runoff and provide an oppor- 
tunity for infiltration into the ground 

reducing the effects of extreme heat and 
associated reduction in air quality by in- 
stalling trees along public rights-of-way and 
in public spaces to shade hard surfaces and 
reduce ambient air temperature through 
evapotranspiration. 

By responding to the survey, residents 
will be able to help shape how and where 
the Town prioritizes nature-based solutions 
in tandem with gray infrastructure to re- 
duce flooding and other impacts of climate 
change. 

A recorded presentation about Aga- 
wams current MVP grant project can be 
found here: https://youtu.be/RF9YBZ4Z- 
TZY 

And the towns original Summary of 
Findings report, from which came the idea 
for the current project, can be found here: 
https://www.agawam.ma.us/565/Munici- 
pal-Vulnerability-Preparedness-MVP 


Library recognizes Mental 
Health Awareness Month 


AGAWAM - May is Mental Health 
Awareness Month and the Agawam Li- 
brary will be hosting two programs that 
focus on the wellness of our communi- 
ty. All month long, library visitors will 
be invited to contribute to our Beautiful 
Bonds Chain. Whenever patrons visit the 
library, take a moment to become aware 
of your mental state. Are you nervous? 
Excited? Happy? Leave a link with your 
answer -or a message of support- and 
we will add it to our chain. There will be 
colorful slips of paper at our public ser- 
vices desk. Our goal is to link these sen- 
timents together to acknowledge that 
mental health issues affect everyone at 
different times and in different ways. As 
we emerge from the past year, the library 
would like support our community and 
recognize wellness in all its forms. 

Join us on Monday, May 10 at 7 p.m. 
for Journaling for Wellness. Writer Lara 
Tupper will lead a meaningful discussion 
about the benefits of health journaling 
and tips on how to sustain self-awareness 
through writing. No previous writing ex- 
perience is needed. On Thursday, May 13 
at 7 p.m., Bernice Drumheller from The 
National Alliance of Mental Health of 
Western Massachusetts (NAMI-WM) will 
discuss the effects of the COVID-19 Pan- 
demic on mental health. Learn the signs 
and symptoms of anxiety and depres- 
sion and understand when to seek help. 
Both of these programs are virtual and 
will take place on Zoom. Please register 


on our online calendar www.agawamli- 
brary.org. These programs are open to 
the public and all are welcome. 

Our Seed Library and Exchange con- 
tinues in the month of May. Visitors are 
welcome to browse for flower, herb and 
vegetable seeds. They may take desired 
seed from a labeled container and pack- 
et (please do not take the whole pack- 
et.) Envelopes are available to carry the 
seeds home. Visitors are asked to sign- 
out their seeds in the sign-out folder to 
the left of the display. Those wishing to 
donate seeds are asked to put them in an 
envelope with the date, growing instruc- 
tions and type of seed (bean, pea, etc) 
Donors are also asked to log their donat- 
ed seeds. 

Please pardon our appearance while 
our library roof repair project gets un- 
derway. We will remain open during 
construction, but there may be days and 
times when collections or areas of the li- 
brary will be inaccessible. We will do our 
best to provide our patrons with as much 
notice as possible when collections are 
closed. We ask for your patience in the 
coming weeks and we apologize for the 
inconvenience. 

The Agawam Library is open Mon- 
day-Thursday 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Friday 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. The library vestibule 
is open Saturdays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. for 
pick-up only through the month of May. 
Please call the library with any questions 
413-789-1550. 





Horace Smith Fund awards 
$297,000 to area students 


WESTFIELD -—- Wayne Webster, Chair 
of the Board of Trustees, announced that 
this year The Horace Smith Fund will 
award 20 Walter S. Barr Scholarships, with 
16 going to graduating high school seniors 
and four to students currently attending 
college. The William R. Rooney Award will 
be granted to one high school candidate 
who has received special needs services. 
Additionally, three Walter S. Barr Fellow- 
ships will be granted to students enrolled 
in full-time graduate degree programs. 
Providing that students maintain at least 
a B average in college, each scholarship 
provides a total of $12,000 over four years, 
and each fellowship provides $15,000 over 
three years. Therefore, The Horace Smith 
Fund is happy to be able to grant a total 
award of $297,000 to area students this 
year. 

The Horace Smith Fund was estab- 
lished in 1899 by the successful and gener- 
ous philanthropist named Horace Smith. 


He and Daniel Wesson were the founders 
of Smith & Wesson, located in Springfield. 
Mr. Smith's will provided that the residu- 
al of his estate, after several bequests to 
relatives and institutions, was to be used 
for public purposes at the discretion of his 
executors. They decided that it should be 
used to help deserving students finance 
their education. 

The Walter S. Barr Scholarships and 
Fellowships are named for a West Spring- 
field businessman, whose widow left the 
bulk of the family estate to The Horace 
Smith Fund in 1950. ‘The William R. 
Rooney Award is named for a past Exec- 
utive Director with a desire to assist spe- 
cial needs students. All recipients must be 
residents of Hampden County. 

This year's scholarship recipients who 
are graduating seniors are from the fol- 
lowing high schools: 

Agawam High School: David C. Dage- 
nais, Christian M. Rua 
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Opinion 


This Should Do It 


y Wait Willar Phelps School lawn was like trying to 
By Walt Willard YESTERDAY’S helps School | like trying 
tackle a pickup truck. 
bal Bob Wodell and Kirby Strole were 


o doubt you dont want to read 

| \ | another column about the 

Class of 1923, but when you 

read the new evidence, you will believe, as most 

people with common sense, that we did have a 

graduation in 1923. First, some short items about 

a few former Brownies. That's what this column is 
supposed to be about. 

A few walkers seen this spring - Louis Ramah, 
Al Fenney and Leigh Catchepaugh in Agawam 
Center; Mark Gormley and Tony Bianco in Feed- 
ing Hills. 

I started barber school in Hartford in 1962 
when I had just turned 16. It took me three sum- 
mers to complete the six-month course so I could 
be a third-generation barber. Pepes shop was in 
Easthampton and my dad's shop was on Allen 
Street in Springfield, where he cut the hair of 
Brownie Leon Letendre, Billy Ashton and the fa- 
ther of New York Mets player Kevin Collins. 

Pete and Greg Lockhart and Angelo Polumbo 
all went to the same barber school. I wonder what 
they would say about the new mens hairstyles. 
My thought is a two-parter. You paid someone 
to do that to you? Why do you want to look like 
a turnip? Not sure if Greg Lockhart is still cutting 
hair in the center of Wilbraham, not far from the 
academy. He was Mr. Peach for years in the annu- 
al town celebration. Trying to tackle Greg on the 


seen mowing their lawns, Bob in 

Feeding Hills and Kirby in Suffield. 
How many in your AHS graduating class have 
grandchildren at AHS? My ‘63 classmates Marti 
Pilkington and Robert Cahill do. Moi aussi. Two 
each for the three of us. 

Wrestling matches may be outside this spring. 
Can a match get rained out? Has that ever hap- 
pened at AHS? Roof leak? 

Ellen Janik is helping me with the HOF nomina- 
tion of Fran Rosso 38. Her dad, George Beauchane 
was Frans baseball teammate back in 1938. 

Some things came in threes at AHS: 

1. Mark, Robert and Stephen Nacewicz, trip- 
lets, were managers of the 1967 football team. 

2. Three brothers, Jeff, John and Joe Martin 
were all players on the 1986 AHS boys soccer 
team, which won the 1986 Western Mass. Cham- 
pionship. 

Now, for the Class of 1923. We told you that 
Harold Roos, president of the Class of ’31, called 
his graduation the ninth one and that Creighton 
Abrams, president of the Class of ’32, called his 
graduation the 10th one. Both of those statements 
imply that we did have graduates in 1923. 

Some readers feel that since we had no seniors 
in the 1922-23 school year, that we therefore had 
no graduates. Here is the School Committee's ex- 


planation of why we had no seniors: 

“Your committee has decided to offer no senior 
course in the High School the first year, feeling 
that it would be poor policy for us both education- 
ally and financially. That, of course, means that 
those who are now classed as juniors in other high 
schools will be allowed to remain another year for 
graduation. 

“A senior course next year would mean numer- 
ous small classes and that would necessitate sev- 
eral additional teachers, causing a considerable 
extra expense for the instruction of comparatively 
few students. 

What happened in our new high school that 
first year? Since only five Agawam students at- 
tended West Springfield High School, it's pretty 
clear that the would-have-been West Side seniors 
completed their last year of school in our new 
school. To save money, Benjamin Phelps com- 
bined them with the juniors. When June came 
along, he gave them diplomas. Proof of this is on 
page 335 of Edith LaFrancis’ book, Agawam, Mas- 
sachusetts: 

“1923. Twenty-five in first high school gradu- 
ating class. 

Those who still think there was no Class of 
1923 think Harold Roos couldn't count, Creighton 
Abrams couldn't count and Edith LaFrancis is an 
inaccurate historian. 

NOTE: Billy Ashton is Sandy Drzyzgas husband 
and Darrells brother 


Long awaited flowers for the wisteria 


was out shopping at one of the pendulant clusters in mid to late May, 
IN THE oe mie: 
largest garden centers I have ever € ARDEN arriving just as the foliage is unfurling. 
been to yesterday, and was tempt- JENINI I The flowers are fragrant, and pea-like, 
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ed to buy a wisteria (along with a 
hundred other plants). My good 
friend is always talking about how 
pretty hers is and with an occasional 
picture sent my way, she is sure be- 
ing modest. Her specimen is beyond 
pretty, more like gorgeous! I tried to 
remember back to the one we had 
growing at Old Sturbridge Village, 
long since gone now, but luckily I 
had written the following column, which gives 
some great advice for first-time wisteria own- 
ers, especially those who are waiting for theirs to 
bloom. Read on! 

The wisteria was planted eight long years ago. 
Although the vines have overtaken the pergola 
beside which it was installed, there has never 
been a single flower...until this year! Finally, a 
handful of lavender-purple blossoms hang like 
bunches of grapes from the top of the structure. 
If I hadn't glanced up I probably would have 
missed this first effort entirely. I can only imag- 
ine how, in just a few more years, the show will 
be so breathtaking that everyone passing by will 
remark at its beauty. 

There are two species of wisteria commonly 
grown by gardeners: Chinese wisteria (Wisteria 
sinensis) and Japanese wisteria (W. floribunda). 
Their twining vines are vigorous with a capital 
“V, quite capable of growing 25 or more feet tall. 
Wisteria are valued mostly for their purple toned 
or white flowers, which, as mentioned, hang in 
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accounting for the fact that plant is a 
member of the pea family. In addition 
to it being vigorous and pretty when 
in flower, the wisteria is hardy and 
long-lived. If there are Victorian era 
homes in your town, no doubt one or 
more will still sport a wisteria trailing 
over the front porch. Examine an old 
specimen up close and you will notice 
a gnarled, twisted trunk several inch- 
es in diameter. Sometimes, with careful pruning, 
the vine can take on a self-supporting tree-like 
form. 

Wisteria has the reputation of taking noto- 
riously long to flower. Plants started from seed 
reportedly won't do so for 10 to 15 years! Those 
grown from cuttings, layers from the mother 
plant, or those that are grafted will bloom some- 
what sooner, usually in seven to 10 seasons. To 
encourage early and dependable flowers, be sure 
to plant wisteria in full sun. Six hours of direct 
sunlight each day is necessary. Deep, fertile soil 
that is neutral to slightly acidic (pH 6-7) will grow 
the healthiest plants. Start off with a planting 
hole at least 24 to 36 inches in diameter and 18 
to 24 inches deep, amending it with one-third 
its volume in compost, peat moss or well-rotted 
manure. 

Wisteria also has the reputation of being able 
to “leap small buildings in a single bound, and 
topple the weaker ones to the ground! Be pre- 
pared by having a strong vertical support in place 


io 


prior to planting the vine. Trellises, pergolas or 
arbors will all suffice. Other, solid surfaces can be 
mounted with rows of copper wire for the vines 
to twine on. The copper wont rust and it will 
disappear among the plant material as it ages. 
Plant wisteria no deeper than it was growing in 
the pot from the nursery, unless it was grafted, 
then the graft union should be planted just under 
the surface of the soil. Water well after planting 
and throughout the first season of growth. A 
well-balanced fertilizer can be added annually. 

Once the vine is well established, fertilize only 
if deficiencies are evident, and water only upon 
wilting. By discouraging vegetative growth, flow- 
er production will be encouraged. If numerous 
years have gone by and still there are no flow- 
ers, a heaping application of phosphorous in the 
form of superphosphate (0-20-0) may help. You 
can also try pruning back new growth severely in 
late spring or early summer. If that doesn't stim- 
ulate flowers the following season, try root prun- 
ing in late fall to “check” vegetative top growth. 
This is done by simply cutting into the soil with a 
spade four feet from the trunk to a depth of about 
18 inches. 

Sure, it may take awhile for wisteria to flower, 
but believe me, it is worth the wait! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock- 
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, she has held 
the position of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food as well as 


flowers. Have a question for her? Email it to eken- 


nedy@turley.com with “Gardening Question’ in the 
subject line. 
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Chicopee’s regional vaccine site a reality 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


CHICOPEE - Four neighboring commu- 
nities celebrated together on April 28, as a 
regional vaccination site began operating 
out of the Castle of Knights in Chicopee 
on Memorial Drive. The opening served as 
a tremendous accomplishment for all in- 
volved. 

The clinic will administer state-allotted 
doses of the Moderna vaccine to residents 
from Chicopee, Granby, Holyoke and South 
Hadley and has the capacity to administer 
800 shots a day. 

After several weeks of discussions, the 
Department of Public Health approved the 
regional vaccination site at the Castle of 
Knights in late March. 

Doses, however, were slow to follow. 
The operation remained uncertain until an 
opening date was announced in mid-April. 

Weeks of waiting culminated in the 
April 28 opening, which drove Chicopee 
Health Director Lisa Sanders to tears. 

“Tm so excited today. I’m used to being 
at this podium and telling you guys all the 
active cases we have, but it’s so good to fi- 
nally tell you that we have vaccines in the 
city. It’s been so long, and I’m just so happy. 
Let's fill up these slots and let’s just crush 
COVID, said Sanders. 

Chicopee Mayor John Vieau urged res- 
idents to get vaccinated and credited the 
first responders and medical professionals, 
who make the clinic possible. 

Referencing the rising availability of 
COVID-19 testing and vaccines, Vieau ex- 
pressed his belief that the state is making 
strong progress. Last Thursday, he empha- 
sized the magnitude of the clinic's opening. 

“I have some scripted things that I’m 
not going to use; it’s not about being script- 
ed today. It’s about getting the message out 
there. Weve made vaccines available, and 
that was our goal, said Vieau. 

A number of speakers took to the podi- 
um at the Castle of the Knights on April 28. 


Among them was Hampden County Sheriff 
Nick Cocchi, who praised all involved in 
manning the clinic. 

“The heroes that are in this room today 
are not behind the podium. Theyre out in 
front of the podium. I want to thank each 
and every one of you for stepping up and 
doing the work that you do,’ said Cocchi. 

Cocchi acknowledged that vaccinations 
are controversial. Nonetheless, he encour- 
aged residents to book an appointment, 
even if only for peace of mind. 

“One vaccine at a time will allow us to 
open up this Commonwealth and, then, 
that person, that family or that individual 
can feel confident about moving forward 
and doing so in a very safe and productive 
way, said Cocchi. 

Interim Holyoke Mayor Terence Murphy 
took to the microphone as well, thanking 
the students from Holyoke Community 
College's nursing program, who are work- 
ing the clinic. Murphy also delivered an im- 
portant message to employers throughout 
the region. 

“Without mandating, I would like to 
challenge employers to give your employ- 
ees, especially those that are on low wages 
and can't afford to give up a couple of hours 
in order to get vaccinated; to give them 
those hours with pay, which in the long run 
will make your business more successful 
and will allow the community to get to- 
gether, said Murphy. 

South Hadley Emergency Management/ 
Health Director Sharon Hart was on-hand 
to witness the opening on April 28; she 
commended the teamwork that led to the 
establishment of the regional clinic. 

“This is amazing; the efforts they ve put 
in to put this clinic together. Not only their 
efforts; they reached out to their neighbors, 
and it’s a collaborative effort. Theyre our 
neighbors; they opened their arms, and 
were rolling up our sleeves, said Hart. 

One can schedule an appointment at 
the regional vaccination site by visiting 
Mass.gov/covid-19-vaccine. 


Adoration at St. John the Evangelist 


AGAWAM - All are welcome and in- 
vited to join us at St. John the Evangelist 
Church, 833 Main Street, for Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament. This event takes 
place Wednesday evening, May 19, from 7 
to 9 p.m. following the 6 p.m. Holy Mass. 


In this, the year of St. Joseph and the 
month of May, in which we honor our 
Blessed Mother Mary, let us come and 
spend some time in prayer with our Eucha- 
ristic Lord. 





GRADUATION & from page 1 


“The ceremony will be more stu- 
dent-centered, the band is playing, a se- 
nior student is singing; were trying to get 
as many students involved without mak- 
ing the ceremony too long, Schnepp said. 
While the valedictorian and salutatorian 
will be speaking; they have not been chosen 
yet and will not be announced until to week 
of graduation. Schnepp said the scores are 
currently quite close and may take until the 
last possible minute to determine the two. 

The school is following DESE guidelines 
along with state guidelines, so the event 
will be socially distant and require masks 
to keep everyone safe. Additionally, peo- 
ple can tune into the town local access 
channel to watch the ceremony remotely, 
the school is trying to accommodate as 
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publication 
possible. 


Let them know 
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many people as possible while staying safe 
and keeping up state standards. Schnepp 
said that he and the staff are trying to get 
through this year and have the ceremony 
ride as smoothly as possible, as for follow- 
ing years post pandemic Schnepp is unsure 
if the ceremony will return to Symphony 
Hall. While he doesnt like to be so weath- 
er dependent, if the students and parents 
like this option better perhaps they will see 
more outdoor ceremonies. 

During the last week of April parents 
and students were sent information on the 
graduation, and as more information is 
available it will be sent to parents and stu- 
dents. The graduation information will also 
be available online, after letters have been 
received. For more information people can 
visit the school website at https://www. 
agawamed.org 


Large Selection of Hanging Baskets 


Agawam 
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257 Feeding Hills Rd., (Rte 57) 
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ward Brewer prepare for the first day of the regional vaccination clinic that is operating at the Castle of 
Knights in Chicopee. 


Holyoke Community College nursing students Brittany Lord, Christine 
Briggs and Yamaira Bejesus came out to work the first day of the 
Chicopee regional vaccination clinic. 


CLUES ACROSS 
1. Large, flightless birds 


5. Lifts and moves heavy 37. City along the Elbe 


objects 
10. Hyundai sedan 


12. Wear away by erosion 


14. Arranged alphabet- 
ically 

16. Top prosecutor 

18. __-de-sac: Short 
dead-end street 

19. Digital audiotape 

20. Linguistics pioneer 

22. singer DiFranco 

23. Arms of the sea 

25. Near-reach weapon 
(abbr.) 


26. Ballplayer’s accessory 


27. You get one at the 
beach 
28. U.S. founding father 


30. W. Australia indigenous 


people 
31. Amounts of time 
33. Put on the shelf 
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35. Russian dynasty 
member 


67. Int'l nonprofit 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Midway between 
northeast and east 

2. Partner to cheese 

3. One from Utah 

4. A way to move 

9. Playing cards 

6. Baseball stat 

7. Long river in western 
Asia 

8. Grandmothers 

9. Entertainment legend 
Sullivan 

10. Steam bath room 

11. One who kills 

13. Food 

15. Swiss river 

17. Fleet 

18. Taxi 

21. Working class 

23, More (Spanish) 

24, high schoolers’ test 

27. Large heavily built 


River 

38. A peninsula between 
the Red Sea and the 
Persian Gulf 

40. Actor Damon 

41, King Cole, musician 

42. Company that rings 
receipts 

44. Scatter 

45. Basics 

48. Part of a door 

50. Indicates silence 

92. Moved quickly on foot 

53. Monetary units 

55. A place to crash 

56. Many subconsciousses 

57. Group of countries 

58. About line of latitude 

63. Female follower of 
Bacchus 

65. A dentist can treat it 

66. Dull brown fabrics 
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VACCINATIONS 


ENTER HERE 





After months of waiting, vac- 
cines are available at the Castle 
of Knights in Chicopee. 
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goat antelope 

29. Murdered in his 
bathtub 

32. Tease good-naturedly 

34, Morsel 

35. Cause persistent 
resentment 

36. A radioactive element 

39. Perform in a play 

40. Witty remark: Bon __ 

43. A great place to kayak 

44, Conclude by reasoning 

46. In an unfavorable way 

47. Complex of nerve 
tissues (abbr.) 

49, Machine for making 
paper 

51. Feline 

94. Yugo’s hatchback 

59. Check 

60. Press against lightly 

61. Wind-pollinated plants 

62. _ compoop 

64. Commercial 


CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 11 





Page6 I 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS I 


May 13, 2021 


‘Historic’ tag sale set for May 16 and 17 


AGAWAM - ‘The situation in which the 
historic Captain Charles Leonard House in 
Agawam currently finds itself is not unique 
among nonprofit organizations or event ven- 
ues — both have been particularly hard hit by 
restrictions imposed by the coronavirus pan- 
demic. The Captain Leonard House, which 
has served as Agawams Community House 
for more than eight decades, has struggled 
financially over the past twelve months due 
to ayear of lost bookings and fundraisers. 

In its first public event in over a year, 
the trustees of the Agawam institution will 
hold a giant tag sale on the Captain Leonard 
House lawn on Saturday and Sunday, May 15 
and 16, from 9:00 am until 2 p.m. each day. 
All proceeds will aid in the preservation of 
the National Register-listed Captain Leonard 
House. In case of rain, the sale will be held at 
the same time the following weekend, Satur- 
day and Sunday, May 22 and 23. Masks and 
social distancing will be required, and CDC 
guidelines will be observed. 

Offered for sale will be antiques, furni- 
ture, collectibles, china, glass, silver, and new 
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SUBMITTED PHOTO 


A tradition of hospitality: the historic Captain Charles Leonard House, built as a stage tavern in 1805, has 
served as the Town of Agawam and neighboring towns as a community house since 1939. 


Westfield State to offer 
SAT Online Summer Institute 
for high school students 


WESTFIELD —Westfield State Uni- 
versity will offer multiple sessions of its 
SAT Online Summer Institute for high 
school students, starting June 14. 

In partnership with Educational 
Testing Consultants Inc., the SAT On- 
line Summer Institute provides 20 hours 
of live, online instruction offered in mul- 
tiple formats, including a condensed 
two-week session. Multiple sessions 
will be held, making it convenient for 
students to choose the time and format 
that works best for them to study and 
develop the essential test-taking skills 





Family Owned 


BARK 


T. 


needed to do well on the exam. Students 
receive an in-depth review of the exam 
content, strategies for improving their 
scores, and a comprehensive study plan. 

The cost of the SAT Online Summer 
Institute is $499, which includes all 
books and materials as well as access 
to online resources through the end of 
the year. For more information, con- 
tact Brandon Fredette at bfredette@ 
westfield.ma.edu or 413-572-8033. To 
register online for any of the available 
sessions, visit www.westfield.ma.edu/ 
testprep. 
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INC. | 


18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 


Pine e Spruce ¢ Hemlock 
Playground e Forest Blend e 


Cedar e Red, Black & Brown 


Find us on: 


Topsoil e Seasoned Firewood EE facebook. 
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We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 
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CENTER CUT BONELESS 

PORK LOIN secsssseemea’? Be 
SMOKED PORK 

SHOULDER PICNIC semuee. 9 oD ¢ 


USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 


PORK LOIN RIB END 
or LOIN END ROAST... ° @ 42 


SLICED IN OUR DELI 


COOKED CORNED BEEF...... 4, 


USDA INSP STORE MADE TERIYAKI MARINATED 


BEEF SKIRT STEAKS. c.ssesesesene 2 


USDA INSP FROZEN ASSORTED MARINATED 


PORK TENDERLOIN .......sssss0s00 1b 


USDA INSP STORE MADE TEXAS BBQ MARINATED 


BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS. $272 





USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF 
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cur $4899 


FREE lb 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF SHOULDER 
LONDON BROIL 
or STEAKS 


$333 


CHICKEN 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 
80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


$999 71 
BAG 
Ib 
SALE DATES: 
5/13/21 - 5/19/21 


Since 1985 


BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS « SELECTION » SERVICE 


items. Crafts and vendors will also be on 
hand. The community is invited to partici- 
pate as well, with tables offered at $25 for the 
weekend. Those interested should call Phil 
Kimball at 374-5673 for more information or 
to reserve their table. 

The Captain Leonard House, considered 
to be Agawams finest Federal-era home, is 
available to rent for business functions and 
social events and is located at 663 Main 
Street in the center of the Agawams Nation- 
al Register Historic District. Built in 1805 
as a Stage tavern to service travelers on the 
Hartford/Boston route, the Captain Charles 
Leonard House was restored in 1939 and has 
served as Agawams Community House since 
that time. The house was placed on the Na- 
tional Register of Historic Places in 1975. 

Please call 413-786-9421 or visit http:// 
captainleonardhouse.com/facilities/ for 
more information about rental availability. 
For information about events at the house, 
follow the Captain Charles Leonard House 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/cap- 
tainleonardhouse/ 


Shredding event held this weekend 


AGWAM - The Town of Agawam will 
host a free document shredding event for 
residents on Saturday, May 15 from 8 a.m. 
to 10 a.m. at the DPW Annex, 1000 Suffield 
Street. 

Valley Green Shredding will provide an 
on-site mobile shred unit to securely and 
confidentially shred residential documents 
for free. In an effort to service as many Aga- 
wam residents as possible, residents are 
asked to limit their confidential documents 
to 2 standard size boxes or 2 recycling bins 
per vehicle. All three-ring binders and 


Plant sale set for 


SPRINGFIELD - Saturday, May 22 is the 
Springfield Garden Clubs Annual Plant 
Sale from 9 a.m. to 12 noon on the campus 
of the Springfield Museums, 21 Edwards 
Street, Springfield. The club members are 
excited to be able to offer a wide variety of 
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first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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BONELESS & SKINLESS 
CHICKEN THIGH raya aun’? Be 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


CHICKEN LEGS 
14 117s OO 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


ECCS cccsmmermmaee VODS, 


£90 Meat Outlet & 


HOURS: | Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3 


90 Avocado St. 
Springfield 


413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 


#=¢, MEMORIAL DAY - 
+ REMEMBER & HONOR 


ANGELA'S | 
HAIR SALON |. 


788 Springfield Street, Agawam 
413-786-6988 
WALK-INS WELCOME 


MEN ¢ WOMEN e CHILDREN 


ALL HAIRCUTS $16 an 


(Free wash with every haircut) 
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PERMS $60 
Tuesday Senior Discount $13 


binder clips should be removed. Paper 
clips, staples, spiral bound notebooks are 
all acceptable. Due to COVID-19, safe- 
ty protocols will be in place. Participants 
will be required to wear a mask, remain in 
their vehicle, and place all materials in the 
trunk, bed trunk, or cargo area of the vehi- 
cle. Staff will not accept material from the 
front seats of the vehicle. If you are sick or 
awaiting COVID test results, please do not 
attend the event. For additional informa- 
tion please contact the Department of Pub- 
lic Works at 821-0624 


Saturday, May 22 


plants to the public again this year, with 
appropriate COVID-19 precautions in 
place. 

A spring tradition and the Clubs major 
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Quality Products at Affordable Prices 


300 Main St., Agawam, MA 789-2074 


OPEN: Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pm 
Thurs., Fri. 9am-8pm; CLOSED SUN. & MON. 
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Pioneers return to 
action last Friday 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW — When Maxi Viera first joined the Western 
Mass. Pioneers back in 2012, he knew very little about the 
history of the club and about historic Lusitano Stadium. 

Viera, whos originally from Montevideo, Uruguay, is one 
of the Pioneers veteran players on this year’s team. He likes 
to tell the younger players how special it is to wear a Pio- 
neers uniform and what it means to play home matches at 
the only soccer specific stadium in New England. 

“Playing soccer matches at this stadium is very special 
because of the history, Viera said. “It’s also very important 
for us to have a successful season every year because were 
representing both the club and this community. 

The Pioneers, who finished in first place in the Northeast 
Division standings with an 11-0-3 mark, qualified for the 
USL League Two playoffs in 2019. They kicked off the 2021 
campaign by posting a 3-0 shutout win over Fall River FC 
in a friendly match held under the bright lights at Lusitano 
Stadium, last Friday night. 

“The good thing about tonight's match is that I had the 
opportunity to watch 20 players play prior to our first regu- 
lar season match, said Pioneer's head coach Federico Moli- 
nari. “We do have a bunch of returning players and a couple 
of newcomers. We just want to be a competitive team again 
this year: 

Because of the COVID-19 protocols, no spectators could 
attend last Friday's friendly match. The 2020 soccer season 
was also canceled due to the pandemic. 

“Tt was very strange not playing any matches for the Pi- 
oneers last year, especially following a very successful 2019 
season, Viera said. “We really want to perform well this sea- 
son and make the playoffs again,’ 

What makes attending matches at Lusitano Stadium 
so special for the Pioneers faithful supporters is the atmo- 
sphere. 

“Tt reminds me a lot of that soccer clubs that I played for 
back in Uruguay, Viera added. “The soccer fans here have 
a lot of passion for the sport. It’s one of the reasons why we 
have so many international players on our team. When they 
come here and it feels like home to them, which is very spe- 
cial.’ 

The Pioneers were scheduled to open the regular sea- 
son with a road match against the Boston Bolts on Tues- 
day night. Theyre also slated to play another road match 
against FC Malaga City, whos a new team in the Northeast 
Division on Saturday night before hosting the Seacoast 
United Phantoms in the home opener on May 21. 

The Pioneers officials are hoping a few fans will be al- 
lowed to attend the first home match of the regular season. 
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RACING 


Kruczek picks up win 
at Star Speedway 


WALPOLE, N.H. -- Bryan Kruczek passed the entire field 
-- at least twice -- en route to his first career Granite State 
Pro Stock Series win at Star Speedway on Saturday, May 8. 
Kruczek, who was fastest in time trials and won his heat 
race, started seventh -- but had to go to the rear on at least 
two different occasions. The Bobby Webber Racing driver 
didn't let that slow him down, as he took the Vynorius No. 
19 into Victory Lane in the third GSPSS race of the season, 
the Hedges Excavating 100. 

“Tm out of breath,’ Kruczek said, climbing from the car. 
“Thad to pass a lot of cars out there. I can't thank all of my 
guys enough, my guys are second to none. Bobby Webber 
lets me come out here and tells me to hand him the steer- 
ing wheel or the trophy. We have some awesome sponsors. 

Angelo Belsito and Joey Pole started on the front row 
-- with Belisto taking the early advantage looking for his 
second straight win, and former series champion Devin 
O'Connell mounting an early charge to the lead with 33 
laps complete. Pole took the lead on a restart with 58 laps 
to go, but couldn't hold back the charges of Kruczek in the 
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SOFTBALL 





McKenna Wheeler slides safely into second base. 








Brownies trounce 
Falcons in opener 


AGAWAM - It’s been a few years since Agawam was 
on the winning end of a game against rival Minnechaug. 
Last Friday afternoon, it was the first game in almost two 
years for both teams. Agawam prevailed 12-0, scoring 
seven times in the second inning to pace themselves to a 
mercy-rule win. Sarah Ross pitched a one-hit shutout and 
struck out eight. She also contributed a pair of hits and 
scored three times. Sarah Champigny had a hit and three 
RBI. Lynn Jang drove in a pair of runs. 


Cee <r a ba maga os 
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PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 
Lauren Plakias fires a throw to first. 


Kylie Circosta throws on to first to get an out. 


Kevin Little, of Palmer, pitches in the opening game 
for the Angels at Suffield High School. 
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Angels third baseman Mike Dean, of Wilbraham, 


fields a grounder. 


Parents, 


Grandparents 
& Friends 
SPECIAL 








We are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
sraduate in your community graduation issue. 


Submit a photo and a brief message. 


2x3 Black & White Graduation Ad 


Regular Price-$65-00. 
SPECIAL $45.00 


DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 26th 


MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO: 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to 
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV 


EMAIL YOUR AD TO: 
jbaskin@turley.com 
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Valley Wheel 


SUFFIELD, Conn. - The Valley Wheel 
Over-28 Baseball League, like many other 
leagues in 2020, lost its season last year due 
to the pandemic. Players in the league par- 
ticipated in their first action in almost two 





The Valley Wheel opened up play last week. 


action opens 


years last Sunday, May 2. The league fea- 
tures six teams playing most of its games 
on Sunday afternoons. The league did have 
its traditional Saturday matinee for Moth- 
ers Day weekend this past week. 


Follow Turley Sports on Instagram 


Turley Publications sports department 
has recently joined Instagram. You can find 
our account by searching “turleysports.’ 
We will regularly feature samples of photos 
that you will see in our publications on a 
weekly basis. Please follow and share with 


your friends and loved ones. We will be fea- 
turing photos from all 11 of our sports sec- 
tions in the coming weeks, but as always, 
you can see all the photos that appear by 
subscribing to your local paper or picking 
up a copy in your community. 


Visit us: agawamadvertisernews.turley.com 


Congratulations 


a Smith yp 
feel ae 


your 


sictebatbdeneets 


Good luck 
at Springfield 
College. 





Love Dad. Mom & John 
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Premier Lacrosse League training camp to be held at Gillette 


FOXBOROUGH - The Premier Lacrosse 
League (PLL) powered by Ticketmaster an- 
nounced today it will be holding their 2021 
Training Camp at Gillette Stadium from 
May 28 through June 3, 2021 leading up to 
their Week 1 matchups at Gillette Stadium. 

“Theres not a venue as closely con- 
nected to lacrosse, with world-class facil- 
ities and amenities like Gillette Stadium 
and One Patriot Place, says co-founder 
and CEO, Mike Rabil. “With our opening 
weekend of games slated for June 4th, our 
athletes will receive the best care while 
preparing for the start of the season on lo- 
cation.’ 

During this time, PLL players will take 
part in official team practices, scrimmag- 


es, preseason workouts, film sessions, and 
educational workshops with their coach- 
es ahead of their regular season debuts. 
Training Camp will be closed to the public, 
but tickets are still available for Opening 
Weekend at Ticketmaster.com. 

“We look forward to hosting the PLLs 
Training Camp at Gillette Stadium for the 
first time this spring, in addition to hosting 
the league's Opening Weekend, said Kraft 
Group President-International Dan Kraft, 
who was a collegiate lacrosse goalie for 
Tufts University in the 1980s and served on 
the executive Board of the 2018 Federation 
of International Lacrosse’s World Champi- 
onships Host Committee. “Hosting train- 
ing camp is another important step in our 


strong relationship with the PLL and we 
cannot wait to welcome the nation’s best 
lacrosse players, including former Patri- 
ot Chris Hogan, back to Gillette Stadium. 
While training camp will be closed to the 
public, we are excited to welcome fans to 
Gillette Stadium June 4 through June 6 to 
enjoy five riveting PLL matchups all week- 
end long.’ 

As part of PLLs Training Camp, pre-sea- 
son exhibition games will be hosted at Vet- 
erans Memorial Stadium on June 1. More 
information on schedule and tickets for 
pre-season exhibition games forthcoming. 

The PLL season will begin at Gillette 
Stadium for the second time, getting un- 
derway with a primetime matchup be- 


tween Cannons LC and Redwoods LC un- 
der the lights on Friday, June 4. Saturday's 
slate includes a championship rematch 
between Whipsnakes LC and Chaos LC, 
followed by Archers LC taking on Atlas LC. 
On Sunday afternoon, Cannons LC will 
return to the field against Waterdogs LC, 
and the weekend will be capped off with 
a matchup between Chrome LC and Red- 
woods LC. 

The entire 2021 PLL season will be 
viewable on the NBCU family of networks, 
with all games available to stream live and 
on-demand on Peacock. The 2021 season 
will feature more than half of its games 
on NBC and NBCSN, with a full broadcast 
schedule to be announced at a later date. 
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For more information about how to 
purchase tickets online please visit wmpi- 
oneers.com. 

Another returning player this season 
is Blake Mullen, whos the Pioneers start- 
ing goalkeeper. He allowed a total of seven 
goals during the 2019 regular season. 

“Whenever you start a soccer team, you 
normally begin at the back (goalkeeper) 
and work forward, said Viera, whos also 
the girls’ varsity soccer coach at Ludlow 
High School. “Blake had an amazing sea- 
son for us two years ago. It gives you a lot 
of confidence having a talented goalie like 
him back there. We're hoping he has anoth- 
er great season this year. 

Mullen, of Manchester, Conn., played 
soccer at St. Josephs College in Maine. 
That's where he first met Molinari. 

“I was playing for a National Premiere 
Soccer League team in Maine and Federico 
found me, Mullen said. “I tried out for the 
team and I was a backup goalie my first year 
playing here. It was a step up for me and I 
learned a lot that season. Federico is an out- 
standing coach. I've also learned a lot from 
Jon Voight, whos our goalie coach: 

Mullen became the Pioneers starter in 
2019 and he was the USL League Two Gold- 
en Glove winner that season. 

“It's a very special award to me, but I 
couldnt have done it without the help of my 
defense, he said. “We had a great defense, 
and it was a special season for us.’ 


SPEEDWAY 1& from page 7 


late laps. 

Kruczek’s day included contact and 
a spin by Jacob Dore, which sent both to 
the rear, and contact and a spin with Evan 
Beaulieu, which sent both to the rear. He 
pitted multiple times to the attention of his 
Bobby Webber Racing crew, but the car was 





Bryan Kruczek was the winner in the Granite State 
Pro Stock race last weekend. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


The Pioneers only returning defender is 
Federico Gutierrez. 

Mullen has enjoyed playing home 
matches at Lusitano Stadium. 

“It's awesome when all of the fans are 
here supporting us, Mullen said. “It pushes 
us to play a little bit harder because when- 
ever you do lose a game at this stadium, the 
fans are disappointed. The atmosphere is 
always great following a victory.’ 

Mullen was replaced by Robert Montan- 
aro in the middle of the second half. 

Another returning player is Connor 
Hicks, who lives in Monson. 

“I was mainly a practice player in 2019, 
but I did get to play in a playoff game,’ said 
Hicks, a member of the AIC men’s soccer 
team. “It was just an awesome experience 
for me. 

When Hicks was younger, he attended 
a lot of the Pioneers games at the stadium. 

“I remember coming to the Pioneers 
games when they played on a grass field, 
Hicks said. “It's now a turf field, but it's one 
of the best stadiums I've ever played soc- 
cer at. I really enjoy playing soccer for this 
team. I know that Ill have to work very 
hard at practice to get some playing time 
this year: 

One of the Pioneers newcomers is Ga- 
briel Ganzer, who is from Brazil and is living 
in Chicopee. He scored a goal and added an 
assist during the first half against Fall River. 

Guillermo Deal, whos a returning player, 
and newcomer Andrew Barrowman scored 
the Pioneers other two goals. 


right at the end. He passed Pole for the top 
spot with 24 laps to go -- however, a caution 
late gave Pole on last chance. 

Pole edged out for the lead on the re- 
start, crossing the line out front at lap 94 
-- but slight contact a few laps later sent 
him backwards, and eventually spinning 
down the frontstretch, ending his day ear- 
ly. Kruczek held off a final charge from Josh 
King over the final laps to seal the victory. 

King was second, followed by Dore, Bel- 
sito and Derek Gluchacki. Tyler Tomassi 
was sixth, while Gabe Brown, Beaulieu, 
O'Connell and Kevin Casper finished the 
top-10. 

The Granite State Pro Stock Series re- 
turns to the track on Sunday, May 30, as 
part of a Memorial Day weekend special 
at Claremont Motorsports Park. For more 
information on the Granite State Pro Stock 
Series, visit gspss.net and follow the series 
on social media. 


The Finish: 
Bryan Kruczek 
Josh King 
Jacob Dore 
Angelo Belsito 
Derek Gluchacki 
Tyler Tomassi 
Gabe Brown 
Evan Beaulieu 
Devin O'Connell 
Kevin Casper 
Bobby Cabral 
Bill Helliwell 
Joey Pole 
Bobby Pelland 
TJ Bleau 
Mike Mitchell 
Luke Hinkley 





Gabriel Ganzer makes his way up the field 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary@gdcomics.com 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul@gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2***xxx*A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 













- BUY/SELL 


; i Ri : are ; 
-REPEAT = 
WITH THE CLASSIFIEDS! 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————— 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 


Se 
ee 









ey BLANDFORD 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 
gal BROOKFIELD 


EASTHAMPTON 

















EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


BRIMFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING Lawn 
mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Holyoke, South 
Hadley, Chicopee, and surrounding 
towns. Call 413-536-3697. 


S&S LANDSCAPING LLC 
Residential and Commercial 
Yard clean-ups, lawn mowing, lawn 
repair and seeding, mulch, stone, 
hedge trimming, planting 
Free estimates, Fully insured 
You'll like us mower 
(413) 374-4091 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


LAWN & GARDEN 


A.A. ROTOTILLING Time to till gar- 
dens, flower beds wherever. Be safe 
grow your own. Operator fully vaccinat- 
ed. Call Bob 413-626-1927. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 











“New Season” 
Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price , ' ‘ “New Projects” 
$30.50 $31.00 $31.50 $3200} Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or Call LINC’S 
the Suburban Residential ZONE For Your Connection 
Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price for $26.00 for 20 words plus (413)668-5299 
$32.50 $33.00 $33.50 $34.00 Save 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone ROOFING 
Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price 7 
$34.50 $35.00 $35.50 $36.00] or add $ 15 to runin EXPERIENCED ROOFER d 
oes 
ALL THREE ZONES. sheds, garages and ranches, not fast, 
but does good work (413)786-7924. 
Name: _ —_— _ Phone: First ZONE base price a siti ate 
Address: AddasecondZ0NE $10.00, RUBBISH 
un my ad in the 
Town, State: Zip, Add athird ZONE  %5.00 yaa REMOVAL 
nn uabdpIn 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
——— REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard LIVISA 1 Discover LI Cash LI Check# es cleaned. Light moving. BOBCAT 
x Number of Weeks WORK. Family owned/ operated since 
Card #: Exp. Date CV TOTAL Enclosed 1950 (413)537-5090 
Amount of charge: Date: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We 
Clean out all. Prompt courteous ser- 
vice. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Dumpster service available. DiRico 
Properties (413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


TUNE-UP 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 
Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 











STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


SEWERS 18 from page 1 


sewers to the area for many years. 

“The people there in the southwest 
part of town, said Rossi. “Have been 
promised sewers for more than 20 years.’ 

Rossi said even with some federal 
funding, it would still cost around $15,000 
in betterment fees per home. However, 
that cost is better than the $25,000 to 
$30,000 that was estimated in previous 


proposals made years ago. 


The project has been put off for many 
years. ‘There have been conflicting opin- 
ions on whether or not the area even 
wants the sewers, though more recently, 
there was a sentiment that the cost of 
hooking up to a sewer system had just 


POLICE & from page 1 


rounding area. 


The accident is under investigation, 
and the Agawam Police Department did 
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CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


CASH FOR 
JUNK 


AND REPAIRABLE 


CAR 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


oy. UB ie] asa) 
ee 


AUTO FOR SALE 


For Sale 2010 Toyota Tacoma TRD 
Sport. 4 Door, 6 Foot Bed, 109300 
Miles, Excellent Condition. Call 
(413)283-4266 or (413)531-0554 


MOTORCYCLES 


2015 Honda Rebel 250 Showroom. 
2600 Miles. $3000 Firm (413)374- 
8810 


Classified 
Advertising 
DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 


gone too high. 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS I 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


GARDEN/LANDSCAPING AS- 
SISTANT The Gardens of Wilbraham 
is seeking a per-diem outdoor garden 
& landscaping assistant. Must pos- 
sess experience in care of property & 
landscaping & have excellent people 
skills. Interested candidates please 
send/fax resume: The Gardens of 
Wilbraham, 2 Lodge Ln, Wilbra- 
ham, MA 01095 Fax: (413)596- 
5320, Melissa@thegardensof- 
wilbraham.com EOE 


HANDYMAN, PART-TIME for 
buildings in Monson, Ludlow and 
Westfield. $20/hr or more. 413-687- 
2813 


In normal cases, the sewer enter- 


prise fund will bond out the project of 
installing sewers, and then charge each 
property that is able to hook up to the 
system a “betterment” because the sew- 
er access improves their property value. 
Users must also pay for a physical hook 
up from their home to the roadside where 
the sewer runs. Pump stations and other 
infrastructure is also needed and part of 


the cost. Several residents have rejected 


ent intervals. 


the higher cost of betterments over the 
past 10 years while some other residents 
have wanted to cease using a septic sys- 
tem, which comes with its own expenses, 
including the cost of replacing it at differ- 


not release any details about what may 


have led to the accident. There were no 
details available on the driver of the vehi- 


c|rialnie 
Alelrialole. 


isjale| i 


> lel» 


Bia 


cle involved and whether or not charges 
or citations were issued. 





MAINTENANCE POSITION Ap- 
plicant will be responsible for general 
maintenance of Memorial Park and 
the baseball/soccer fields at Thornton 
Burgess. Applicant must be a least 
18 years old and will report to the 
members of the Parks and Recreation 
Commission. Hours are flexible and 
will vary by time of year. Experience 
in pool maintenance and landscap- 
ing as well as the use of landscaping 
equipment is a plus but not required. 
For more information please contact 
Parks at (413)566-2151 x108 or 
parks@hampdenma.gov. 


RATHBONE PRECISION MET- 
ALS, INC., a local manufacturer of 
cold drawn and rolled metal shapes is 
accepting applications for various po- 
sitions, 1st & 2nd shifts. Engineer-Ma- 
chine Operator-Fork Lift Driver- CAD/ 
CAM/ EDM-General Mill-Maintenance. 
Candidates should demonstrate a 
good work ethic, be dependable, have 
good judgment, and be a team player. 
Candidates must have basic reading, 
writing, and math skills, excellent com- 
munication skills and be able to pay 
close attention to detail. Based on ex- 
perience we offer competitive compen- 
sation and a comprehensive benefits 
package. Visit www.rathboneprofiles. 
com for employment applications and 

submit online, via email to linda. 
dias@rathboneprofiles.com 

or mail to 1241 Park Street, Palm- 
er, MA 01069. Rathbone is proud to 
be an equal opportunity workplace and 
is an affirmative action employer. 


Buying? Selling? 
ur = 


Classifieds 
Get Results! 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





RETIRED - DO HELPFUL WORK 
FROM HOME! PT, Independent, 
intermittent, flexible work conducting 
USDA-NASS surveys. Now by phone, 
field visits to resume in coming months. 
$13.65/hr, .56 per mile. Requires good 
car, proof of Lic./Ins., must be able to 
travel/walk ¥ mi. iPad provided, paid 
training. Ag experience not required. 
For info: www.nasda.org/nass To 
apply: email cover letter, resume to 
staceygb.nasda@gmail.com 

Fair Employment Opportunity Employer 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM Looking 
for reliable DPW Worker, P/T Recycling 
Attendant, and Seasonal DPW Main- 
tenance Worker. For application and 
more information please visit www. 
wilbraham-ma.gov. Application 
Deadline 05/28/21 at 4:30 PM. EOE 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 








VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@aol. 
com for more information. 


WANTED TO 
RENT 


SEMI-RETIRED COUPLE, Seek- 
ing an Apartment or Small House. 
Responsible, Clean, Quite, Handy. 
Chicopee area preferred. (413)847- 
0402 


FOR RENT 


2) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Public Notices 





LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF AGAWAM 
PLANNING BOARD 
The Agawam Planning 

Board will hold a pub- 
lic hearing on Thursday, 
May 20, 2021 at 6:15 
PM to hear the petition of 
Agawam Mayor William 
P. Sapelli on a proposed 
Zoning Amendment entitled 
“Marijuana Facility Buffer 
Zone”. Due to the COVID 
-19 restrictions, the meeting 
will be held remotely through 
Zoom. Copies of the propos- 
al can be obtained from the 
Agawam Planning Office at 
pkerr@agawam.ma.us. 

To Join the Meeting: 
https://usO2web.zoom. 
us/j/81446541259?p 
wd=ZGO04dFVOSEVI 
ULQ4TDIQOSU80VaTQ 


Agawam Advertiser News 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


47,209 
Webinar ID: 814 4654 
1259 
Passcode: 116312. 
Or join by phone: (646) 
558 8656 
BY ORDER OF: 
Mark R. Paleologopoulos, 
Chairman 
Agawam Planning Board 
05/06, 5/13/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF AGAWAM 
PLANNING BOARD 
The Agawam Planning 

Board will hold a pub- 
lic hearing on Thursday, 
May 20, 2021 at 6:00 
PM to hear the petition of 
Agawam Mayor William 
P. Sapelli on a proposed 
Zoning Amendment enti- 
tled “Marijuana Cultivator 


Exception”. Due to the 
COVID -19 restrictions, the 
meeting will be held remote- 
ly through Zoom. Copies of 
the proposal can be obtained 
from the Agawam Planning 
Office at pkerr@agawam. 
ma.us. 

To Join the Meeting: 
https://usO2web.zoom. 
us/j/81446541259?p 
wd=ZGO04dFVOSEV 
IULQ4TDIJQSU80aTQ 
47.209 

Webinar ID: 814 4654 
1259 

Passcode: 116312. 

Or join by phone: (646) 
558 8656 

BY ORDER OF: 

Mark R. Paleologopoulos, 

Chairman 
Agawam Planning Board 
05/06, 5/13/2021 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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WESTFIELD — Students from West- 
field State University's International Rela- 
tions Club participated in two virtual Mod- 
el United Nations (UN) simulation events 
in Montreal and New York City this semes- 
ter. The annual events bring together stu- 
dents from all over the world to represent 
future diplomats, politicians, and activists. 

Joseph Joyal, a senior economics major 
and IR Club member from Agawam, de- 
scribes the Model UN process as “the hid- 
den gem of Westfield State.’ Joyal attended 
Model UN sessions the past two years and 
this year's Montreal event. 

“The incomparable experiences that we 
gain from participating in these models 
cannot be overstated. The Model UN al- 
lows you to take on an international per- 
spective of issues that force you complete- 
ly out of your comfort zone, he said. 

While McGill University sponsored the 
January event, the United Nations spon- 
sored the most recent online simulation, 
which was held last month. Westfield 
State's student representatives were: Mari- 
am Aydah 21, Iyanu Doxy ‘22, Amanda Jef- 
ferson ’24, Joseph Johnston ‘22, Ben Levy 
24, Kyle Rourke °22, Ariana Torres ‘21, and 
Melanie Voss 21. 

Voss, a political science major from 
Wrentham, Mass., believes that having 
access to Model UN opportunities as an 
undergraduate will serve her well in the 
future. 

“The experience gained in Model UN is 
unique, she said. “It’s an opportunity to 
learn about foreign policy and other coun- 
tries in a situation where you feel included. 
It also allows you to get into the minds of 
these countries and their UN delegates.” 

Johnston, a business major from Aga- 
wam, was initially worried about the on- 
line format, having attended other Model 
UN simulations in person during his time 
at Westfield State. 

“After all, it is such an interactive event 
where you must communicate with your 
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peers constantly and effectively, he said. 
“T didn't think that we would be able to 
do that under the circumstances’ he ex- 
plained. “However, I was proven wrong. 
Both models we attended this year seam- 
lessly adapted through two virtual plat- 
forms. 

Johnston explained that there were 
many new faces at the simulations this 
year and said there was “nothing but ad- 
miration’ for the students who took this 
year's unique challenge head-on. 

The McGill University simulation—re- 
ferred to as “McMUN” (McGill Model Unit- 
ed Nations Assembly)—has solidified itself 
as one of Canadas premier Model UN con- 
ferences. For over 30 years, students have 
worked together on platforms for debate, 
diplomacy, and problem-solving strate- 
gies. 

Westfield State's International Rela- 
tions Club’s responsibility is to represent 
African countries at the events. 

“While this can be a challenge, as many 
of these countries are undersized and un- 
derdeveloped, it forces us to be scrappy, 
Joyal said. “Our program has something 
of a chip on its shoulder, coming from a 
relatively small state university and going 
against Ivy League and international stu- 
dents. In order to achieve our agenda, we 
form alliances with other small countries 
who have shared interests, and we are ex- 
tremely crafty with our wording in drafting 
clauses to get them onto resolutions.’ 

Joyal believes the committee work they 
do—such as the solutions reached regard- 
ing international banking, border dis- 
putes, and sovereignty—is important, but 
it is also the conversations with the people 
met at the conferences that can affect the 
participants the most. 

Reflecting on past in-person events, 
Joyal cherishes memories of meeting stu- 
dents from all over the world. 

“Students from more than 50 countries 
attend the Harvard and McGill Models, 


{™ 
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Resident participates in Model UN 


he said. “I have made friends from Ghana, 
who I would chew on raw cacao and talk 
about rigged elections with.’ 

This year’s online format has been chal- 
lenging, but—after taking inspiration from 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic—stu- 
dents are working toward developing solu- 
tions to global problems. 

“While we missed the interaction and 
connections we typically make, we still got 
a lot out of it this year, said Joyal. “We dive 
deep into researching the issues affecting 
our country. In fact, COVID-19 has provid- 
ed a unique experience in the models as it 
affects every aspect of international rela- 
tions. How does the shutting down of bor- 
ders affect refugees? Or hurt the economic 
output of developing countries? These are 
questions that we get to explore with a 
wide variety of students.’ 

Westfield State Political Science Profes- 
sor Brian Steinberg, Ph.D., accompanied 
the students to each virtual event. 

“The nature of our model UN work in- 
volves intense lectures within a tight time 
framework as our model UNs act as labs to 
the Comparative Foreign Policy course, he 
said. 


PLANT & from page 6 








scholarship fundraiser, this is not the 
kind of plant sale that focuses on re-sell- 
ing plants from wholesale growers. With 
the exception of a few donations from 
generous area garden centers, these 
plants are from members’ gardens or 
have been grown from seed specifically 
for the sale. 

This is a major fund raiser for our 
scholarship program and a lot of fun for 
club members and our customers alike. 
We love to talk about the plants we are 
offering and, with many experienced 
gardeners and Master Gardeners among 
us, can offer useful suggestions on which 
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RMV cautions 
about scam 


BOSTON - The Massachusetts Regis- 
try of Motor Vehicles is cautioning cus- 
tomers to be aware of a text phishing 
scam that has been reported here in the 
commonwealth and in other states. The 
scam reportedly involves customers re- 
ceiving text messages, claiming to be from 
the “DMV, which direct them to click on 
a provided link to update their personal 
identifying contact information. Custom- 
ers can identify this type of text as a phish- 
ing scam because it includes “DMV” and 
in Massachusetts DMV is not the name 
of the Registry of Motor Vehicles; in Mas- 
sachusetts, the name of the Registry is 
abbreviated as “RMV- Any text using the 
phrase “Department of Motor Vehicles” or 
“DMV” should be deleted. 

Please note that the RMV does not 
send unsolicited requests for personal 
and/or contact information to customers 
by text. Any communication by text from 
the RMV would be as a result of a custom- 
er-initiated request or transaction. For the 
latest Registry updates and information, 
please check Mass.gov/RMV or follow the 
RMV on Twitter @MassRMV. 


plants to buy or answers to some of your 
gardening questions. 

The Springfield Garden Club awards 
an annual scholarship to a graduating 
high school senior, undergraduate or 
graduate college student majoring in a 
full-time plant science or environmental 
studies program, such as horticulture, 
floriculture, landscape design, conser- 
vation, forestry, botany, agronomy, plant 
pathology, environmental control, land 
management or other allied fields. 

Using proceeds from past plant sales, 
the club has given out over $70,000 in 
scholarships to students in the last 30 
years and we look forward to adding to 
that this year. 


TITANS TOGETHER. - 


Our community supports and celebrates one anotheg, 
whether from across the room or across the globe. 


Learn more about the student experience, schedule a campus tour and apply for Fall 2021. 


Grades 6-12, PG e 
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